Position Statement

Medical Laboratory Professionals: Integral to Patient Safety
It is the position of the Canadian Society for Medical Laboratory Science (CSMLS)
that all Medical Laboratory Professionals play a vital role in ensuring patient safety
in the delivery of health care services.
The CSMLS promotes the Canadian Patient Safety Institute‘s Safety Competencies
Framework, that defines six points of safety:



A commitment to applying core patient safety knowledge, skills and attitudes to
everyday work.



Working within interprofessional teams to optimize both patient safety and quality
of care.



Promoting patient safety through effective communication.



Anticipating, recognizing and managing situations that place patients at risk.



Optimizing human and environmental factors in managing the relationship
between individual and environmental characteristics in order to optimize patient
safety.



Recognizing the occurrence of an adverse event or close call and responding
effectively to mitigate harm to the patient, ensure disclosure and prevent
recurrence.

CSMLS promotes best practice in patient safety and infection control. Medical laboratory
professionals shall demonstrate accountability for patient safety and infection control by
maintaining competency to practice. Through Interprofessional Collaboration, Medical
Laboratory Professionals shall ensure patient safety by effectively communicating with
patients and related health care providers.
The CSMLS is committed to supporting and promoting patient safety through
disseminating information related to safety issues, risks and threats, providing website
resources to members, reinforcing standards related to safety, ethical behaviour of its
members and supporting partnership activities with the Canadian Patient Safety Institute
and supporting best practices.
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