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Statistics and Fun Facts

Population of the city: 752,412 (2008 municipal census)
Population of the metropolitan region: 1, 081, 300 (2006 national census)

Incorporated as a town in 1898corporated as a city in 1904.

Latitude: 583 4 0 N
Longitude 1128 06 W
Elevation: 668m

Area: 683 ki

Warmest temperature on record: 3€.51998)
Coldest temperature on record9.4C (1886)
Summer solstice: 16h adminutes of daylight
Sunrise on June 20, 2008: 5:04 am

Sunset on June 20, 2008: 10:07 pm

You dondét want to know e < nter sol s

City of Championso i S ¢uc¢ muo:. vuantroversia
Festival Cityo is the most recent .
Gat eway tisthanos enbluoingt h o

ot 3t 3N

Youbll see the words fAbiggesto and #fAl argest @
Edmont onds f asci natthatplannevsareétriingbokeep up withgur |l ar ge i
big, beautiful prairie sky. Look up and enjoy; the praskg may be our best attraction ever!

From your local organizing committee:
What | like best about Edmonton:

C K ,Theffoodalltypesy ou f i nd al most anything your hear
C Y ,My favorite part of the city is Old Strathcona. | love to head to #menr's Market

early Saturday morning and then spend the rest of the day wandering through the great stores

on and off of Whyte (82nd) Avenue.

JHHafmnging out at the fabulous festivals. o

KM, Thie river valley from Kinsmen to Groat Br
LD, Alddsbingpptand itbés not too small, itdés ju
LH,Thfe cul tural diversity, especially showca:

More info:

www.edmonton.ca

Note: All website addresses in this document were accessiblelasuary 2010but may
change without notice.
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Getting around

Public transportation:

Edmonton is a prairie city, which means it sprawls. Unfortunately, the public transportation
system is often playing catch elpsnavontoleoft he ci
the main public transportation hubs. Therefore, your local organizing committee

recommends that you rent a car rather use public transportibifi.you use the Edmonton

transit system:

Cost is $2.7%0r adults pe oneway trip. No change is available on busé@e driver will

give you a transfer, which allows travel on any other bus or the LRT as long as it occurs
within 90 minutes.

Our 0 s u lbemacglled the Y RSTlight rail transit) consists obne line that runs
north/south The trains run both above and below ground. Ticket kiosks, which can dispense
change, are located in each LRT station.

Books of10tickets anddaily ormonthly passes are also available.

www.takeets.com

Other green options:
e Car pool with friends
¢ Rent a fuel efficient or hybrid model

Driving in Edmonton:

Except where a river, creek or ravine get in the way
Or in some of the later suburbs:

Edmonton is built on a simple grid pattern with numbered streets and@s radiating out
From the downtown centre of 100 Street and 100 Avenue

Streets run north/south with the numbers getting larger as you move west.

Avenues run east/west with the numbers getting larger as you move north.

Even numbered addresses anglme west side of a street; odd on the east.
Even numbered addresses are on the north side of an avenue; odd on the south.

Canada Post has appended NW to the street addresses in Edmonton. Most Edmontonians and
businesses do not bother designating a quddo their address, because almost the entire
city exists in the ANWO quadrant.

There are very few on@ay roads in Edmonton, even in the downtown core.
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Streets are well signed. Larger streets will have a street sign about half a block before the
intersection as well as the usual street signs at each intersection.

Named roads:
Some of the major named roads include the following:

e Gateway Boulevard,on@ay north running from t.he city
e Calgary Trall, the ongvay southcompanon road running from t he
south border
¢ Anthony Henday Drive, which runs south and west as part of the soon to be completed
ring road
Whitemud Drive, which is the largest eagtst corridor on the south side of the river
e Yellowhead Tail, which is the largest eastest corridor on the north side of the river
Jasper Avenue, which is the main road of the downtown area.

Some of the named roads near the congress hotel include the following:

¢ Mayfield Road runs in front of the hotel; itrsiin roughly northeastouthwest
direction merging on either end with 170 Street and 111 Avenue.

e Stony Plain Road becomes eway west bound after 170 Street and roughly
correlates to 104 Avenue.

¢ Groat road runs nortbouth, with an exciting windy bit tough the ravine and in the
north turns into first St. Albert Trail and then after the St. Albert city limits, Messier
Trail.

Bridges:

The North Saskatchewdiver meanders through the city. Edmontonians will talk about the
south side and the north side.general, the river valley is considered the dividing line.

The bridges from west to east:
e New unnared bridge accessed via Anthony Henday Drive
e Quesnell bridge, accessed via Whitemud DRe& Drive Currently undergoing
constructioraddition of new laes, avoid if possible.

e Groat bridgeaccessed via Groat Road

¢ High Level bridge, onavay southbound, accessed via 109 Street

¢ Walterdale bridgeoneway northbound, accessed via 109 Street

e James MacDonaldridge, accessed via 97 Avenue

e LowLevelbridge,acessed via Connords Road

e Dawson bridge, accessed via 106 Avefroen the south and Rowland Road from the
north Closed in 2010 for refurbishment.

e Capilano bridgeaccessed via Wayne Gretzky Drive

e Beverly bridgeoneway eastboundiccessed via Yellowheadair

e Cloverdale bridge, oneay westbound, accessed via Yellowhead Trail
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Traffic Lights :

/NN

Traffic lights are vertical over the intersections. : (.
Horizontal traffic lights are usually on the poles ot ~ ||° o\l -~
the side of the road. - @ -
- 1lo o[>

2 R AR TR N AR B

Major intersections with lots of drivers turning left may have a double red Agiduble red
light means you can make a left haocdh only when there is a green arrow, not when there
is a green light for the through traffic.

Traffic Circles:

If you want to avoid traffic circles, here is a list of the ones on major roads:
142 Street and 107 Avenue

St. Albert Trail and 118 Avend€his one has traffic lights.

101 Street and 118 Avenue

85 Street and 90 Avenue

If you are going to the Valley Zoo you will not be able to avoid the traffic circle at 142 Street
and 87 Avenue, but there is little traffic so you should be fine.

If you wantto experience driving in a traffic circle, here is how it works
(at least in Edmonton):

Y, of the circle = right hand turn in a grid intersectiarse the right hand (outer) laogely
% of the circle = going straightuse either the right hand (outer)left hand (inner) lanes
¥, of the circle = left hand turuse the left hand (inner) laoaly

Full circle = U turn- use the left hand (inner) laoaly

Driver in the inside lane in the circle has the righivay.

Driver in the outside lane in the cie yields to the driver to his left but has the rightvay
over drivers entering the circle.

Drivers entering the circle yield to drivers inside the circle.
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I nfo from Al berta Services Basic¢c License Dri
Traffic Circle

In a traffic circle, the vehicle on the right must yield to the vehicle on
the left. The driver on the left must activate the right signal and use
caution when leaving the circle and crossing through the outside lane.

Traffic indicated by white arrows to yield
to traffic indicated by black arrows.

In this diagram:

¢ Vehicles B and C must yield to vehicle A

¢ Vehicle E must yield to vehicle D,
while vehicles F and D proceed
together

¢ Vehicle H must yield to vehicle G

Traffic that is in the lanes shown in red must yield to traffic in the lanes
shown in yellow. Traffic entering the circle must yield to traffic already in
the circle. When you are leaving the traffic circle, use your right turn signal.
This tells other drivers what you intend to do.

Be careful, be warned

The Ednonton Police Service uses
e Manned radar
e Photo radar
¢ Red light camerathat also check speed

Like most busy cities, the majority of driving offenses involve people being impatient.

Your local organizing o mmi t t e e 6 s o phadrdivioghhabit$f Edmbneonianst p 3
1. Speeding
2. Running amber/red lights
3. Not watching for pedestrians when turning left or right
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Attractions

Most attractions are suitable for families, but we have identified the ones that are wholly or
in part geared towards kids.

In Edmonton:

www.edmonton.ca

Here are some of the | ocal O yunit c1 uy vommit

% e FortEdmonton Hudsonds Batyowo nwiatnhy tfhorrete, fistr ee
different historical time, trains, streedrs etc.
¢ Muttart Conservatoryindoor botanical garden in three glass pyramids; each pyramid
dedicated to a particular climate.
Royal Alberta MuseumPermanent and traveling exhibits including dioramas of
Alberta wild life, which was the most popular whihe local organizing committee
was growing up; but | ater the bug room se
favorite.www.royalalbertamuseum.ca
e Telus World of Sciencdnteractive science related diays in five galleries plus
traveling exhibits and an Im&theatre.
The Valley Zoo.
The Alberta legislaturSummer days and evenings will find lots of Edmontonians
enjoying the fountains and beautifully landscaped grounds. There are also free guided
tours of the buildingswww.assembly.ab.ca
e City Hall: Edmontonians also love the fountain in front of City Hall for wading in the
summer and skating in thesMheyttealy. What 6s
represenstylized tee pee There are 2,100 panes of glass in the two pyramids. If you
arrive on the hour or haliour you can hear the 23 bell carillon in the Friendship
Tower sing out one of 99 melodies. Sir Winston Churchill Square sits directly across

%

&

fromCity Hal | and hosts many of the cityods f
ﬁ e The river valley walking, picnicking etc. Paddle boats at Hawrelak p@dnoes at
Rundle park.

e Edmonton Queen Riverboatww.edmontonqueen.com

e Lunch, tea or Sungabrunchat the Hotel MacDonaldhistorically elegant building,
stunning views of the river valley, and resort level, award winning food.
www.fairmont.com

¢ Northlands Parhorse racing: thoroughbreds in the springiswer and harness
racing in the autumn/winter

e For those that enjoy gambling there are several casinos in Edmonton.

Page7 of 20


http://www.edmonton.ca/
http://www.royalalbertamuseum.ca/
http://www.assembly.ab.ca/
http://www.edmontonqueen.com/
http://www.fairmont.com/

Day

www.travelalberta.com

Trips:

Current road conditions:
www.ama.ab.ca

or toll free 2877-2624997 (:877-AMA -HWYS)

He

Longer holidays:

www.travelalberta.com

re are some of the |l ocal organizing commi:t

Reynolds Alberta Museuin Wetaskiwir %
Devonian Botanical Gardens in Devon

Elk Island National Park
Ukrainian Culture Vilage

Sylvan Lake %

h

Current road conditions:
www.ama.ab.ca

or toll free 2877-262-4997 (:877-AMA -HWYS)

Here are some ofthedoal or gani zing committee membersod

Jasper National ParlAny of the parks in the Rocky Mountains would be the hands
down favorite and an absolute nugsie. Jasper is the national park closest to
Edmontonrabout a 4 hour drive straight west oe tfellowhead highway.
WWW.pc.gc.cal/jasper
The other mountain parks: Columbia Ice Fields, Kananaskis Provincial Park, Banff
National Park, Lake Louis¢lighway 93 or the Ice Fields Parkway is one of
Can ad a Gcenicrdvest
Royal Tyrrell Museumn Drumhellebwh o doesnét | i ke dinosaur
www.tyrrellmuseum.com
Calgary:
o shoe shopping at Arnold Churginww.arnoldchurgin.cm
ﬁ o CalgaryZoowww.calgaryzoo.0org
0 Spruce Meadowsworld famous show jumpingvww.sprucemeadows.com
o CN tower.www.calgarytever.com
Oilsands Discovery Cerd in Fort McMurray www.oilsandsdiscovery.com
Rosebud Theati@ Rosebud, near Drumhellevww.rosebudtheatre.com
If you like camping or fishing, there are many provincial parks, lakes and campsites
to explore.
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Culture, Sports, Festivals and Events
Culture:
Alberta Balletbased in Calgary but splits their season betweesisker concert halls,

NorthernAlbertaJubilee Audtorium in Edmonton and the SouthekibertaJubilee
Auditorium in Calgary, as well as a heavy touring scheduhew.albertaballet.com

The Northern Jubilee Auditorium also hosts concerts and other eventsaéigpeuring
productions of Broadway showsww.jubileeauditorium.com

Art Gallery of AlbertaThe Gallerywill reopenon January 31, 201 its usual location after
two years in a temporary spot. The ra@llowed for completion an $80 million dollar
renovatonCheck out the Art Gall er wwdaouragatagy t he Pr

There are also numerous privately owned galleries scattered throughouy,tbepstally
near the downtown core anttl Strathcona areas. There is a gallery walk in the 124 Street/
Jasper Avenue distrioivww.gallerywalk.com

The Edmonton Symphony Orchestra plays an extensive selageoar @0 performances at the
Francis Winspear Centre. The ESO also provides musical accompaniment to the Alberta
Ballet and puts on an outdoor festival in Hawrelak Park in September.
www.edmontonsymphony.com

The Winspear centre hosts other performances as well, mostly world music; but also jazz,
country and choral. The building is stunning and was built around the acoustics, which are
out-of-this world. The Winspear Centre is home to the Davis Concert Qxglich is one of

the largest concert organs in North America with 96 stops, 122 rands and 6,55Waibes.
worth a visit if there is a concert playing in the style of music that you enjoy.
www.winspearcentrean

The Edmonton Opera performs at the Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium.
www.edmontonopera.com

Edmonton has a vibrant theatre tradition, including the Mayfield Dinner Theatre based in the
conference hotelvww.mayfieldtheatre.c@he largestheatre compleis the Citadel Theatre,
which includes three separate theatngsuw.citadeltheatre.com

Other popular theatreompanies include:

e Walterdale Playhouserww.walterdaleplayhouse.com

e Catalyst Theatre Societyww.catalysttheatre.ca

e Leave It to Jane Theatre Compaf80-497-4395

e Rapid Fire Theatre Societyww.rapidfiretheatre.com
No need to book special tickets. Come to L
Fire will be providing the entertament.

e Theatre Networkvww.attheroxy.com

There is a second dinner theatre located inside West Edmonton Mall, called Jubilations.

www.jubilations.ca
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Events

www.ticketmaster.com

Big name music concerts usually book in either Rexall Rlace.rexallplace.conor
Commonwealth Stadiumvww.edmonton.ca

Smaller concerts occur the Winspear Cent@ww.winspearcentre.coyrden Theatre in
St. Albertwww.ardentheatre.comFestival Place in Sherwood Paviww.festivalplace.ab.ca
and less often, in the Shaw Conference Cemtvev.shawconferencecentre.com

Other live performance venues inclutie Venue aRiver Creewww.rivercreeresort.com
Edmonton Events Centneside West Edmonton Mallww.edmontoneventcenter.ca

Live music can also be found at various bars, nightclubs and lounges.

Sports
Edmaton has a long history of amateur and professional sports.

The 98" Grey Cup game plays out in Edmonton in 2010. Come join the party, o
watch a little football too.

Here is partial list of the current professional teams and their home fields.

¢ Hockey: Edmonton Oilergiww.oiler.nhl.comand Edmonton Oil Kings
www.oilkings.ca, both play at Rexall placgww.rexallplace.com

e Football: Edmonton Eskimosww.esks.conplay at Commonwealth Stadium
www.edmonton.caThe Edmonton Huskiesww.edmontonhuskies.coand
Edmonton Wildcatsvww.edmontonwildcats.corooth play in the Canadian Junior
Football League. The home field for both is Clarke Park, next to the Commonwealth
Stadium.

e Baseball: Edmonton Capitals play at Tdiiesd as part of the Golden Baseball
Leaguewww.capsbaseball.ca
Lacrosse: Edmonton Rugiww.edmontonrush.coralso play at Rexall Place.

e University and College Teamniversity of Alberta Golden Bears (guys) and
University of Alberta Pandas (gals) in many spenen.bears.ualberta.dar all the
teams, NAIT Ooks, both men and womeww.nait.ca/athletics

The latest edition of our interti@anal car race will be the 20Rexall Edmonton Indy, which
is part of the IndyCar Series of races. The track is a combination road and airport track,
which is temporarily set up at the City @GenAirport. www.edmontonindy.com

Edmonton hosts the Canadian Finals Rodeo each Novembiercanadianfinalsrodeo.ca
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