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Statistics and Fun Facts 

 

Population of the city: 752,412 (2008 municipal census) 

Population of the metropolitan region: 1, 081, 300 (2006 national census) 

 

Incorporated as a town in 1892. Incorporated as a city in 1904.  

 

Latitude: 53
o
 34ò N 

Longitude: 113
o
 28ò W 

Elevation: 668m 

Area: 683 km
2
 

 

Warmest temperature on record: 34.5
o
C (1998) 

Coldest temperature on record: -49.4
o
C (1886) 

Summer solstice: 16h and 6 minutes of daylight 

Sunrise on June 20, 2008: 5:04 am 

Sunset on June 20, 2008: 10:07 pm 

You donôt want to know about the winter solstice. 

 

Slogans: 

ñCity of Championsò is the most controversial. 

ñFestival Cityò is the most recent. 

ñGateway to the Northò is the most enduring. 

 

Youôll see the words ñbiggestò and ñlargestò used a lot in this guide. One theory: 

Edmontonôs fascination with building large is that planners are trying to keep up with our 

big, beautiful prairie sky. Look up and enjoy; the prairie sky may be our best attraction ever! 

 

From your local organizing committee: 

What I like best about Edmonton: 

 

CK, ñThe food-all types-you find almost anything your heart desires.ò 

CY, ñMy favorite part of the city is Old Strathcona. I love to head to the Farmer's Market 

early Saturday morning and then spend the rest of the day wandering through the great stores 

on and off of Whyte (82nd) Avenue.ò 

JH, ñHanging out at the fabulous festivals.ò 

KM, ñThe river valley from Kinsmen to Groat Bridgeò 

LD, ñItôs not too big and itôs not too small, itôs just right.ò 

LH, ñThe cultural diversity, especially showcased during Heritage Days.ò 

 

More info: 

 

www.edmonton.ca 

 

Note: All website addresses in this document were accessible as of January 2010, but may 

change without notice. 

 

http://www.edmonton.ca/
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Getting around 

 

Public transportation:  

Edmonton is a prairie city, which means it sprawls. Unfortunately, the public transportation 

system is often playing catch up with the cityôs growth. The conference hotel is not on one of 

the main public transportation hubs. Therefore, your local organizing committee 

recommends that you rent a car rather use public transportation. But if you use the Edmonton 

transit system: 

 

Cost is $2.75 for adults per one-way trip. No change is available on buses. The driver will 

give you a transfer, which allows travel on any other bus or the LRT as long as it occurs 

within 90 minutes. 

 

Our ñsubwayò system, called the LRT (light rail transit), consists of one line that runs 

north/south. The trains run both above and below ground. Ticket kiosks, which can dispense 

change, are located in each LRT station.  

 

Books of 10 tickets and daily or monthly passes are also available.  

 

www.takeets.com 

 

Other green options: 

 Car pool with friends 

 Rent a fuel efficient or hybrid model 

 

Driving in Edmonton:  
 

Except where a river, creek or ravine get in the way 

Or in some of the later suburbs: 

 

Edmonton is built on a simple grid pattern with numbered streets and avenues radiating out  

 

From the downtown centre of 100 Street and 100 Avenue. 

 

Streets run north/south with the numbers getting larger as you move west. 

 

Avenues run east/west with the numbers getting larger as you move north. 

 

Even numbered addresses are on the west side of a street; odd on the east. 

Even numbered addresses are on the north side of an avenue; odd on the south. 

 

Canada Post has appended NW to the street addresses in Edmonton. Most Edmontonians and 

businesses do not bother designating a quadrant to their address, because almost the entire 

city exists in the ñNWò quadrant. 

 

There are very few one-way roads in Edmonton, even in the downtown core. 

 

 

http://www.takeets.com/
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Streets are well signed. Larger streets will have a street sign about half a block before the 

intersection as well as the usual street signs at each intersection. 

 

Named roads: 
 

Some of the major named roads include the following: 

 

 Gateway Boulevard, one-way north running from the cityôs south border to the river. 

 Calgary Trail, the one-way south companion road running from the river to the cityôs 

south border. 

 Anthony Henday Drive, which runs south and west as part of the soon to be completed 

ring road. 

 Whitemud Drive, which is the largest east-west corridor on the south side of the river. 

 Yellowhead Trail, which is the largest east-west corridor on the north side of the river. 

 Jasper Avenue, which is the main road of the downtown area. 

 

Some of the named roads near the congress hotel include the following: 

 Mayfield Road runs in front of the hotel; it runs in roughly northeast-southwest 

direction merging on either end with 170 Street and 111 Avenue. 

 Stony Plain Road becomes one-way west bound after 170 Street and roughly 

correlates to 104 Avenue. 

 Groat road runs north-south, with an exciting windy bit through the ravine and in the 

north turns into first St. Albert Trail and then after the St. Albert city limits, Messier 

Trail. 

 

Bridges: 

 

The North Saskatchewan River meanders through the city. Edmontonians will talk about the 

south side and the north side. In general, the river valley is considered the dividing line. 

 

The bridges from west to east: 

 New unnamed bridge, accessed via Anthony Henday Drive 

 Quesnell bridge, accessed via Whitemud Drive/Fox Drive. Currently undergoing 

construction-addition of new lanes, avoid if possible. 

 Groat bridge, accessed via Groat Road 

 High Level bridge, one-way southbound, accessed via 109 Street 

 Walterdale bridge, one-way northbound, accessed via 109 Street 

 James MacDonald bridge, accessed via 97 Avenue 

 Low Level bridge, accessed via Connorôs Road 

 Dawson bridge, accessed via 106 Avenue from the south and Rowland Road from the 

north. Closed in 2010 for refurbishment. 

 Capilano bridge, accessed via Wayne Gretzky Drive 

 Beverly bridge, one-way eastbound, accessed via Yellowhead Trail 

 Cloverdale bridge, one-way westbound, accessed via Yellowhead Trail 
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Traffic Lights : 
 

  
 

Major intersections with lots of drivers turning left may have a double red light. A double red 

light means you can make a left hand turn only when there is a green arrow, not when there 

is a green light for the through traffic.  

 

Traffic Circles : 

 

If you want to avoid traffic circles, here is a list of the ones on major roads: 

 142 Street and 107 Avenue 

 St. Albert Trail and 118 Avenue-This one has traffic lights. 

 101 Street and 118 Avenue 

 85 Street and 90 Avenue 

 

If you are going to the Valley Zoo you will not be able to avoid the traffic circle at 142 Street 

and 87 Avenue, but there is little traffic so you should be fine. 

 

If you want to experience driving in a traffic circle, here is how it works  

(at least in Edmonton): 

 

¼ of the circle = right hand turn in a grid intersection - use the right hand (outer) lane only 

½ of the circle = going straight - use either the right hand (outer) or left hand (inner) lanes 

¾ of the circle = left hand turn - use the left hand (inner) lane only 

Full circle = U turn - use the left hand (inner) lane only 

 

Driver in the inside lane in the circle has the right-of-way. 

Driver in the outside lane in the circle yields to the driver to his left but has the right-of-way 

over drivers entering the circle. 

Drivers entering the circle yield to drivers inside the circle. 

 

Traffic lights are vertical over the intersections. 

Horizontal traffic lights are usually on the poles on 

the side of the road. 
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Info from Alberta Services Basic License Driverôs Handbook: 

 
 

Be careful, be warned: 
 

The Edmonton Police Service uses 

 Manned radar 

 Photo radar 

 Red light cameras that also check speed 

 

Like most busy cities, the majority of driving offenses involve people being impatient. 

 

Your local organizing committeeôs opinion of the top 3 bad driving habits of Edmontonians: 

1. Speeding 

2. Running amber/red lights 

3. Not watching for pedestrians when turning left or right 
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Attractions 

 

Most attractions are suitable for families, but we have identified the ones that are wholly or 

in part geared towards kids. 

 

In Edmonton: 

 

www.edmonton.ca  

 

Here are some of the local organizing committee membersô favorites: 

 

 Fort Edmonton: Hudsonôs Bay Company fort, town with three ñstreetsò each from a 

different historical time, trains, street cars etc. 

 Muttart Conservatory: Indoor botanical garden in three glass pyramids; each pyramid 

dedicated to a particular climate. 

 Royal Alberta Museum: Permanent and traveling exhibits including dioramas of 

Alberta wild life, which was the most popular when the local organizing committee 

was growing up; but later the bug room seems to have taken the spot as the kidsô 

favorite. www.royalalbertamuseum.ca  

 Telus World of Science: Interactive science related displays in five galleries plus 

traveling exhibits and an Imax
®
 theatre. 

 The Valley Zoo. 

 The Alberta legislature-Summer days and evenings will find lots of Edmontonians 

enjoying the fountains and beautifully landscaped grounds. There are also free guided 

tours of the buildings. www.assembly.ab.ca  

 City Hall: Edmontonians also love the fountain in front of City Hall for wading in the 

summer and skating in the winter. Whatôs up with the pyramids? They actually 

represent stylized tee pees. There are 2,100 panes of glass in the two pyramids. If you 

arrive on the hour or half-hour you can hear the 23 bell carillon in the Friendship 

Tower sing out one of 99 melodies. Sir Winston Churchill Square sits directly across 

from City Hall and hosts many of the cityôs festivals. 

 The river valley: walking, picnicking etc. Paddle boats at Hawrelak park. Canoes at 

Rundle park. 

 Edmonton Queen Riverboat: www.edmontonqueen.com 

 Lunch, tea or Sunday brunch at the Hotel MacDonald: historically elegant building, 

stunning views of the river valley, and resort level, award winning food. 

www.fairmont.com  

 Northlands Park-horse racing: thoroughbreds in the spring/summer and harness 

racing in the autumn/winter 

 For those that enjoy gambling there are several casinos in Edmonton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.edmonton.ca/
http://www.royalalbertamuseum.ca/
http://www.assembly.ab.ca/
http://www.edmontonqueen.com/
http://www.fairmont.com/
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Day Trips: 

 

www.travelalberta.com 

 

Current road conditions: 

www.ama.ab.ca  

or toll free 1-877-262-4997 (1-877-AMA -HWYS) 

 

Here are some of the local organizing committee membersô favorites: 

 

 Reynolds Alberta Museum in Wetaskiwin- 

 Devonian Botanical Gardens in Devon 

 Elk Island National Park 

 Ukrainian Culture Village- 

 Sylvan Lake- 

 

 

Longer holidays: 

 

www.travelalberta.com 

 

Current road conditions: 

www.ama.ab.ca  

or toll free 1-877-262-4997 (1-877-AMA -HWYS) 

 

 

Here are some of the local organizing committee membersô favorites: 

 

 Jasper National Park: Any of the parks in the Rocky Mountains would be the hands 

down favorite and an absolute must-see. Jasper is the national park closest to 

Edmonton-about a 4 hour drive straight west on the Yellowhead highway.  

www.pc.gc.ca/jasper  

 The other mountain parks: Columbia Ice Fields, Kananaskis Provincial Park, Banff 

National Park, Lake Louise. Highway 93 or the Ice Fields Parkway is one of 

Canadaôs most scenic drives. 

 Royal Tyrrell Museum in Drumheller-who doesnôt like dinosaurs? 

www.tyrrellmuseum.com  

 Calgary:  

o shoe shopping at Arnold Churgin. www.arnoldchurgin.com  

o Calgary Zoo www.calgaryzoo.org  

o Spruce Meadows- world famous show jumping. www.sprucemeadows.com  

o CN tower. www.calgarytower.com  

 Oilsands Discovery Centre in Fort McMurray. www.oilsandsdiscovery.com  

 Rosebud Theatre in Rosebud, near Drumheller. www.rosebudtheatre.com  

 If you like camping or fishing, there are many provincial parks, lakes and campsites 

to explore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.travelalberta.com/
http://www.ama.ab.ca/
http://www.travelalberta.com/
http://www.ama.ab.ca/
http://www.pc.gc.ca/jasper
http://www.tyrrellmuseum.com/
http://www.arnoldchurgin.com/
http://www.calgaryzoo.org/
http://www.sprucemeadows.com/
http://www.calgarytower.com/
http://www.oilsandsdiscovery.com/
http://www.rosebudtheatre.com/
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Culture, Sports, Festivals and Events 

 

Culture:  

 

Alberta Ballet-based in Calgary but splits their season between the sister concert halls, 

Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium in Edmonton and the Southern Alberta Jubilee 

Auditorium in Calgary, as well as a heavy touring schedule. www.albertaballet.com  

 

The Northern Jubilee Auditorium also hosts concerts and other events, especially touring 

productions of Broadway shows. www.jubileeauditorium.com  

 

Art Gallery of Alberta-The Gallery will reopen on January 31, 2010 in its usual location after 

two years in a temporary spot. The move allowed for completion of an $80 million dollar 

renovation. Check out the Art Gallery during the Presidentôs reception. www.youraga.ca   

 

There are also numerous privately owned galleries scattered throughout the city, especially 

near the downtown core and old Strathcona areas. There is a gallery walk in the 124 Street/ 

Jasper Avenue district. www.gallery-walk.com  

 

The Edmonton Symphony Orchestra plays an extensive season of over 80 performances at the 

Francis Winspear Centre. The ESO also provides musical accompaniment to the Alberta 

Ballet and puts on an outdoor festival in Hawrelak Park in September. 

www.edmontonsymphony.com  

 

The Winspear centre hosts other performances as well, mostly world music; but also jazz, 

country and choral. The building is stunning and was built around the acoustics, which are 

out-of-this world. The Winspear Centre is home to the Davis Concert Organ, which is one of 

the largest concert organs in North America with 96 stops, 122 rands and 6,551 pipes. Well 

worth a visit if there is a concert playing in the style of music that you enjoy. 

www.winspearcentre.com  

 

The Edmonton Opera performs at the Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium. 

www.edmontonopera.com  

 

Edmonton has a vibrant theatre tradition, including the Mayfield Dinner Theatre based in the 

conference hotel. www.mayfieldtheatre.ca The largest theatre complex is the Citadel Theatre, 

which includes three separate theatres.  www.citadeltheatre.com  

 

Other popular theatre companies include: 

 Walterdale Playhouse: www.walterdaleplayhouse.com  

 Catalyst Theatre Society www.catalysttheatre.ca  

 Leave It to Jane Theatre Company 780-497-4395 

 Rapid Fire Theatre Society www.rapidfiretheatre.com  

No need to book special tickets. Come to LABCON2010ôs Red Hot Social Event; Rapid 

Fire will be providing the entertainment. 

 Theatre Network www.attheroxy.com  

There is a second dinner theatre located inside West Edmonton Mall, called Jubilations. 

www.jubilations.ca  

http://www.albertaballet.com/
http://www.jubileeauditorium.com/
http://www.youraga.ca/
http://www.gallery-walk.com/
http://www.edmontonsymphony.com/
http://www.winspearcentre.com/
http://www.edmontonopera.com/
http://www.mayfieldtheatre.ca/
http://www.citadeltheatre.com/
http://www.walterdaleplayhouse.com/
http://www.catalysttheatre.ca/
http://www.rapidfiretheatre.com/
http://www.attheroxy.com/
http://www.jubilations.ca/
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Events 

 

www.ticketmaster.com  

 

Big name music concerts usually book in either Rexall Place www.rexall-place.com or 

Commonwealth Stadium www.edmonton.ca .  

 

Smaller concerts occur in the Winspear Centre www.winspearcentre.com, Arden Theatre in 

St. Albert www.ardentheatre.com , Festival Place in Sherwood Park www.festivalplace.ab.ca 

and less often, in the Shaw Conference Centre www.shawconferencecentre.com . 

 

Other live performance venues include the Venue at River Cree www.rivercreeresort.com , 

Edmonton Events Centre inside West Edmonton Mall www.edmontoneventcenter.ca . 

 

Live music can also be found at various bars, nightclubs and lounges. 

 

 

Sports 

 

Edmonton has a long history of amateur and professional sports.  

 

The 98
th
 Grey Cup game plays out in Edmonton in 2010. Come join the party, oh and  

watch a little football too. 

 

Here is partial list of the current professional teams and their home fields. 

 

 Hockey: Edmonton Oilers www.oiler.nhl.com and Edmonton Oil Kings 

www.oilkings.ca , both play at Rexall place www.rexall-place.com.  

 Football: Edmonton Eskimos www.esks.com play at Commonwealth Stadium 

www.edmonton.ca . The Edmonton Huskies www.edmontonhuskies.com and 

Edmonton Wildcats www.edmontonwildcats.com both play in the Canadian Junior 

Football League. The home field for both is Clarke Park, next to the Commonwealth 

Stadium. 

 Baseball: Edmonton Capitals play at Telus field as part of the Golden Baseball 

League. www.capsbaseball.ca   

 Lacrosse: Edmonton Rush www.edmontonrush.com also play at Rexall Place. 

 University and College Teams: University of Alberta Golden Bears (guys) and 

University of Alberta Pandas (gals) in many sports www.bears.ualberta.ca for all the 

teams, NAIT Ooks, both men and women www.nait.ca/athletics . 

 

The latest edition of our international car race will be the 2010 Rexall Edmonton Indy, which 

is part of the IndyCar Series of races. The track is a combination road and airport track, 

which is temporarily set up at the City Centre Airport. www.edmontonindy.com   

 

Edmonton hosts the Canadian Finals Rodeo each November. www.canadianfinalsrodeo.ca  

 

 

 

http://www.ticketmaster.com/
http://www.rexall-place.com/
http://www.edmonton.ca/
http://www.winspearcentre.com/
http://www.ardentheatre.com/
http://www.festivalplace.ab.ca/
http://www.shawconferencecentre.com/
http://www.rivercreeresort.com/
http://www.edmontoneventcenter.ca/
http://www.oiler.nhl.com/
http://www.oilkings.ca/
http://www.rexall-place.com/
http://www.esks.com/
http://www.edmonton.ca/
http://www.edmontonhuskies.com/
http://www.edmontonwildcats.com/
http://www.capsbaseball.ca/
http://www.edmontonrush.com/
http://www.bears.ualberta.ca/
http://www.nait.ca/athletics
http://www.edmontonindy.com/
http://www.canadianfinalsrodeo.ca/



